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Skill 2.Skill 2.1 Subtracting whole numbers from 1 to 10.Subtracting whole numbers from 1 to 10.

a)

b)

c)

 10 15 6 12 7 13 14 8 11 9
− 6

 8 12 14 9 16 11 7 13 15 12
− 5

 14 12 13 19 16 18 10 15 17 11
− 10

d)  72 49 33 27 50 28 14 76 21 35
− 8

e)  43 32 54 21 35 16 22 40 27 19
− 7

 16 19 22 14 21 18 23 15 17 20
− 9

 16 19 22 14 21 18 23 15 17 20
− 9

Q. 

A. 

Build up to easier numbers

Add 1 to 9 to make 10 and

add another 6 to get to 16.

In total we have added 7

to get from 9 to 16.

In this table, subtract 9 from 

each of the numbers in the top 

row.

Write the results in the empty 

spaces under each number.

Break down to easier numbers

 16 − 9

= 15 − 8

= 14 − 7

= 13 − 6

= 12 − 5

= 11 − 4

= 10 − 3

= 7

Break the subtraction down.  

Make the 16 into 10 by

taking 6 from both 16 and 9.

Use an addition table

16 take away 9 is what number?

Reword the subtraction by turning it 

into an addition.

What number, when added to 9, will 

give 16?

9 + ? = 16

From the addition table: 9 + 7 = 16

So 16 − 9 = 7
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83 4 5 6 7 9 10 112
94 5 6 7 8 10 11 123

105 6 7 8 9 11 12 134

116 7 8 9 10 12 13 145

127 8 9 10 11 14 156

138 9 10 11 12 14 15 167

149 10 11 12 13 15 16 178

1510 11 12 13

13

14 16 17 189

1611 12 13 14 15 17 18 1910

1712 13 14 15 16 18 19 2011
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a)

b)

c)

d)

 −3 9 11 7 −4 15 16 8 10 −2
− 2

 1 −3 10 −2 6 8 7 5 −4 9
− 7

 10 −5 −7 1 12 9 3 14 −6 8
− 5

 12 −8 19 −5 1 −10 17 13 −6 −4
− 3

e)  11 −5 10 −8 −14 6 −13 12 −19 7
− 9

 −6 2 9 −4 1 −8 3 5 −7 10
− 4

 −6 2 9 −4 1 −8 3 5 −7 10
− 4

Q. 

A. 

In this table, subtract 4 from 

each of the numbers in the top 

row.

Write the results in the empty 

spaces under each number.

Use a number line

−6 − 4 is read as:  negative 6 subtract 4  OR  negative 6 minus 4  

Starting at 0 go 6 units to the left (negative direction).

From this point, move 4 units to the left again.

You stop at negative 10.

Skill 2.Skill 2.2 Subtracting whole numbers from 1 to 10 from negative numbers.Subtracting whole numbers from 1 to 10 from negative numbers.

positive integers (You can write positive integers

 with or without a “+” sign.)

negative integers

0 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12−7 −6 −5 −4 −3−12 −11 −10 −9 −8 −2 −1

−6

− 4

Be
gin

he
re
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 −10 −2 5 −8 −3 −12 −1 1 −11 6
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